WCHL Talking Points – February 4, 2021
Was nice to see the sunshine this morning!
I’ve been hearing from a number of people who’ve been walking around the new stormwater basin park behind Eastgate.   
· Very excited to see it coming along.

Climate Action Grants
Received great news today that Chapel Hill has been awarded grants from Orange County for three projects:
· Tree Planting ($40,000 to purchase, plant & maintain 40 large native trees)
· Town has done an analysis to identify places where more trees are needed
· Initial focus is in the Northside neighborhood & along MLK
· Solar-powered Electric Vehicle Charging Station ($18,500)
· Will be placed at Eubanks Road Park & Ride, near Caraway
· In addition to free charging for the public, will have dedicated port for OC On-Demand Transit vehicles
· LED light conversion for Cedar Falls Park ($128,000)
· Reduces energy use, greenhouse gases and utility costs
These projects will help us move closer to the Town’s carbon reduction goals.  
As we talked about last week, a revised version of our Climate Action Plan will be on our March 24th agenda.
· To be successful, this has to be a community-wide effort
· Encourage everyone to take a look at the plan, give feedback and, also, think about what changes you’ll be making to hlelp

No Council Meeting This Week
We have our Council Retreat this weekend so didn’t have a regular meeting
Retreat will be held in 3 virtual sessions
· Friday afternoon
· Kicking off at 4 p.m. with an ice breaker
· Review of Debt & Capital Plan scheduled for 4:30 p.m.
· Saturday morning (between 9 & noon)
· Checking in our Strategic Goals and Objectives
· Seeing how our priorities fit together
· Also, how to effectively build in equity and climate lenses into decision-making
· Monday evening (6 – 8 p.m.)
· At 7 p.m. we will be talking about the size of the council and the open seat

COVID
Keeping an eye on the state legislature
Bill was filed on Monday to grant access to in person learning for K-12 students
· I’ve been hearing from people about this
· Decisions are made by the school board
· Sounds like the bill will come forward next week
· CDC has indicated it is safe to re-open IF PROPER PROTOCOLS ARE FOLLOWED
· Educators are asking to be vaccinated before going back
· Districts also need resources from state and federal governments
I know the district has been working hard on plans to keep everyone safeLooking Ahead:

Two Public Information meetings scheduled for next week:
Wed, Feb 10th 6:00 p.m.
Aura Development Traffic Information Meeting 
Proposed location is 1000 MLK
There has been a lot of interest in this topic
The Traffic Impact Analysis has been posted to the Town’s website
We are also rolling out a new town-wide traffic model in early March
	That will provide another opportunity for people to review info & ask questions
Thurs, Feb 11th, 5:15 p.m.
	Signature Health, asking to modify construction start and end dates
Council Committee on Economic Sustainability
· Committee on Economic Sustainability is being moved back a week
· Meet Friday, Feb 12th at 8 a.m.
· (Hearing from staff on Short-Term Rentals)

Information for all of these meetings is available on the Town website.
